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would be able to concentrate his own troops for the conquest.
It was quite clear that these conspirators would not welcome the
intrusion of a group of foreigners equipped with wireless, who
mi^ht broadcast news of their military activities. The position
of the Chinese officers was also rather ambiguous. At first
Ma Pu-fang ordered the wireless to be dismantled, and con*
fiscated their passports; but at last permission was obtained to
advance to a place called Kami if they would avoid the troubled
area. Apparently the Chinese members of the Mission had
turned traitor, and it was only by conceding that they should
control the wireless and also the route that any further progress
was possible.

The next five days passed without untoward incident, and
the frontier of Sinkiang was reached. This portion of the Gobi
proved to be more fertile, and in the mountains there were rich
pastures where gazelles, ibex, mountain-sheep, and wild horses
roamed about in great flocks. The members of the expedition
wondered why there were no signs of cattle-raisers or hunters.
They were soon to find out the unpleasant explanation.

Near a spring at the foot of a pass a wooden post had been
set up. On it was written in Chinese:

Danger! Don't go west. Hide your camels in the mountains
and wait.

A little farther on they met a caravan, which had been sent
ahead with petrol and supplies but had been delayed. It was
decided that in view of the desert warning the caravan should
halt and await instructions from the Mission when they had
found out the situation in Hami.

On June 28 they drove into the first village on the outskirts
of the oasis. The houses were in flames, and except for two
excited natives the village was deserted.

" Don't go over there," they shouted, pointing to the west.
" They are fighting____"

" But who is fighting? "

" Everybody____"

The explorers listened. They could hear a dull rattle which
sounded like machine-guns, and then in the near distance the
dull boom of artillery.